Environmental Systems and Societies

(International Baccalaureate – Secondary Diploma)

Essential Unit 20 (EO20)
(Environmental Value Systems)
Unit Statement:
Environmental view points are based on a continues gradient of philosophical ideas about the relationship of humans and the environment. Nature centered individuals support the intrinsic importance of nature for the humanity of man. People centered individuals believe in people as managers of global systems with resources used, managed for our needs to an acceptable level of environmental quality. Techno centered individuals believe that science and technology will solve the issues facing us and better our world, resource replacement will solve depletion. These mind sets are a result of many influences that will be examined in this unit. 
Materials:
Environmental systems and societies course companion. Jill Rutherford. Oxford university press. 2009.  (Chapter 4)

Living in the environment. Tyler Miller & Scott Spoolman. Brookes/Cole, Cengage learning 2009. 16th Edition. (Chapter 2)

Selected laboratory equipment and material

Essential Outcomes:
1. The Student Will define the concept of environmental value system

2. TSW Outline the gradient of environmental philosophies 

3. TSW Know the key concepts of the Egocentrism, Anthropocentrism and Technocentrism philosophies 

4. TSW discuss how these mid sets affect the environmental decision making process

5. TSW outline the historical influences on the development of the modern environmental movement

6. TSW compare and contrast the environmental value systems of two societies  

7. TSW justify their personal viewpoint on environmental issues 

Suggested Assessment Tools and Strategies:

1. Look at the video “Stewards of The Future” to examine the influences that influence different societies environmental perspectives 
2. Read any section of “The Silent Spring” 

3. Case study: Chernobyl accident and then correlate to anti-nuclear movement that followed in the U.S.

4. Case Study: Japanese whaling industry and the whale meat sold in markets there despite an UN international band of whale hunting

5. Video: “the lagoon” observer how cultural differences create great diversity in environmental decision making 

6. Essay supporting their unique environmental philosophy specific to several environmental issues studies through out the course. 

7. Case study: first nations view on environmental conservation and European pioneers’ use of seemingly unlimited resources. 
