Environmental Systems and Societies

(International Baccalaureate – Secondary Diploma)

Essential Unit 5 (EO5)
(Biomes)

Unit Statement:
Biomes are the major ecological regions of the Earth, each has characteristic climate, vegetation and animal communities. Global climate patterns are responsible for the regular distribution of the biomes. 
Materials:
Environmental systems and societies course companion. Jill Rutherford. Oxford university press. 2009.  (Chapter 4)
Living in the environment. Tyler Miller & Scott Spoolman. Brookes/Cole, Cengage learning 2009. 16th Edition. (Chapter 2)

Selected laboratory equipment and material

Essential Outcomes: 

1. TSW Define the term biome
2. Explain the distribution of the biomes 

3. TSW compare relative productivity of tropical rainforests, deserts, tundra and any other biome.
Suggested Assessment Tools and Strategies: 
1. Construct a map of the world biomes
2. Construct Climatographs from primary data 

3. Identify a biome from a provided climatograph 

4. Compare similar biome that exists in a different part of the world. Example: North hemisphere and Southern hemisphere coniferous forests, African and American Deserts, Asian and American Rain forests, Australian and European temperate deciduous forests.
